
Understanding MAP Growth Testing 
At St. Theresa Catholic School, we use MAP Growth assessments to better understand how students are 
learning and how we can support them. MAP is not a traditional test with a single “pass or fail” result. Instead, it 
helps teachers track academic growth over time and adjust instruction to meet each child’s needs. 

❖​ What is MAP Growth? 

MAP Growth (Measures of Academic Progress) is a 
computer-adaptive assessment given during the 
school year in reading and math (and sometimes 
language usage or science). 

Unlike many tests: 

●​ questions adjust based on your child’s 
responses 

●​ students see material at their instructional 
level 

●​ the goal is to measure growth, not just 
grade-level mastery 

Students take MAP three times each year, fall, 
winter, and spring. This helps teachers monitor 
learning and adjust instruction throughout the 
year—not just at the end. 

 
 
 

 
 

❖​ What makes MAP different from other 
tests? 

MAP Growth is an interim assessment, which 
means it is designed to: 

●​ monitor progress during the school year 
●​ help teachers group students flexibly 
●​ guide instructional planning 
●​ set meaningful learning goals 

Teachers use MAP together with classroom work, 
observations, and other assessments to 
understand each child’s learning. 

❖​ What is a RIT score? 

MAP results are reported as a RIT score. 

●​ measures academic readiness 
●​ stays on the same scale from year to year 
●​ allows teachers to track growth over time 

For example, a student’s score can increase from 
fall to spring—and from one grade to the next—on 
the same scale. That makes it possible to see how 
learning develops across years. 

❖​ What does “growth” mean? 

Growth measures how much a student improves, not just whether they are above or below grade level. 

Students grow in different ways: Each path represents success. 

Catch Up Keep Up Move Up 

Students below grade-level 
expectations work toward closing 
learning gaps with targeted 
support. 

Students at grade level continue 
steady progress toward 
proficiency. 

 

Students above grade level extend 
their learning through enrichment 
and challenge. 

 



 

❖​ Why do schools use MAP Growth? 

MAP helps teachers: 

●​ identify strengths and areas for 
improvement 

●​ set realistic learning goals with students 
●​ adjust instruction to meet student needs 
●​ monitor progress across the year 
●​ predict readiness for future coursework 

Research shows MAP works best when used 
alongside classroom instruction and other 
assessments—not by itself. 

❖​ How do teachers use MAP results? 

Teachers use MAP data to: 

●​ plan instruction for the next unit 
●​ form small learning groups 
●​ support struggling students 
●​ challenge advanced learners 
●​ set student learning goals 

MAP helps ensure each child is learning at the right 
level. 

 

 

❖​ What should parents focus on in MAP 
results? 

The most important question is: Is my child 
growing? 

Rather than comparing scores to classmates, we 
look at: 

●​ progress from fall to spring 
●​ movement toward grade-level expectations 
●​ effort and engagement 
●​ areas of strength and challenge 

Growth over time is the goal. 

❖​ How can parents support MAP growth at 
home? 

You can help your child by: 

●​ encouraging daily reading 
●​ practicing math facts and problem solving 
●​ supporting homework routines 
●​ celebrating effort and improvement 
●​ talking with your child about goals 

Most importantly, remind your child: MAP is about 
progress—not perfection. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A note about testing mindset 

Because MAP adjusts to each student’s level, students will get some questions wrong. This is expected and 
helps the test find the right difficulty level. Encourage your child to: 

●​ try their best 
●​ work carefully 
●​ stay positive 
●​ take their time 

Effort leads to the most accurate results. 
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